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TOP SPEED IN NEW JERSEY 
IS 88 KILOMETERS 


The first Department speed limit sign heralding the 
proposed shift to the metric system has been installed on 
Interstate Route 295 near U.S. Route 206 and the Prince- 
ton and Lawrenceville exits in Mercer County. 

It proclaims that if you are traveling the speed limit 
of 55 miles per hour, your car is cruising at 88 kilometers. 


Other road signs with the ‘‘think metric’’ theme indi- 
cating distance in both miles and kilometers have been 
installed on Interstate Routes 78, 80 and 287. 

A complete State switchover will not occur until 
Congress mandates the change to the metric system, 
explains Project Engineer Art Royson, with Traffic 
Engineering. ‘‘We’ve installed these signs to make 
people aware of the proposed metric system changeover,’’ 
he said. 

The move toward eventual adoption of the metric system 
is being pushed by the U.S. Department of Commerce 
which points out that every major country in the world, 
except the United States, is using it. Also, Congress 
has authorized an expenditure of more than $35 million 
over the next four years in the nation’s elementary and 
secondary schools for instruction in the metric system. 

What would it be like to be using meters, liters, grams 
and kilograms instead of yards, quarts and pounds? A 
motorist would pull into a gas station and ask for 25 
liters of gasoline. The gas attendent would pump 6.6 gal- 
lons into the tank. And, if the motorist gets 6 kilometers 
to the liter (14 miles to the gallon), the driver would 
travel 150 kilometers, or about 92 miles. 

When a housewife goes marketing, she would be buying 
500 grams of butter, or 1.] pounds; a kilo of hamburger, 
or 2.2 pounds, and 4 meters (4.6 yards) of dress material. 


JACK FREIDENRICH SELECTED 
AS ‘‘ENGINEER OF THE YEAR” 


Jack Freidenrich, Director of Engineering and Operations, 
has been named ‘‘Engineer of the Year’’ by the Profes- 
sional Engineers Society of Mercer County and the Central 
Jersey Engineering Council. 

He was honored by the Mercer Chapter at a dinner dance 
Feb. 21 at the Nassau Inn, Princeton, and at the Engine- 
ers Week Kickoff Luncheon Feb. 23 at Cedar Gardens, 


Hamilton Township. 


Edwin Jones (left), Chief, Bureau of Special Engineering and 
President of the Mercer County Chapter of Professional Engine- 
ers Society, presents a caricature-type portrait to Jack Freiden- 
rich whose wife, Joy, is looking on. 

The portrait was autographed by members of the Mercer Chapter 
who attended the dinner dance at the Nassau Inn. 


Mr. Freidenrich started with the Department as a Junior 
Engineer in 1949 and became Assistant Engineer in 1951. 
He moved to Bridge Design in 1952, and in 1960, became 
Senior Bridge Designer. He advanced to Supervising 
Bridge Engineering in 1963 and Chief Bridge Engineer in 
1967. He was named Assistant State Highway Engineer in 
1969 and assumed his current title in 1971 — the highest 
engineering position in the Department. 

A Past President of the Mercer County Chapter of Profes- 
sional Engineers, Mr. Freidenrich has been a long stand- 


ing member of the American Society of Civil Engineers. 


SCHOOL IS OUT FOR EIGHT 


School is out for eight Department employees, six who 
completed the Filing Systems course and two, the ABC 
Shorthand Refresher training. 

Those who completed the Filing Systems course are: 
Rosa Barkdale, Evelyn Cunningham, Anna McLean, Donald 
Miller, Linda Quinlan and Pat Reiench. 

This course, designed as an intensive basic filing pro- 
gram, included alphabetic indexing rules and card and 
correspondence filing, together with other filing methods. 
The ABC Shorthand course completed by Joan C. Hahn 


and Katherine Price included a review of the principles 


of the ABC Shorthand System. Also, it involved the study 
of the high frequency use of words and letters; review of 
numbers, abbreviations, punctuation, capitalization, 
spelling rules, phrasing, and short cuts to increase speed 
in taking and transcribing dictation. 


BICENTENNIAL THEME EMPHASIZED 

IN DEPARTMENT CREATIONS 

It is difficult not to notice that the United States is cel- 
ebrating its 200th birthday anniversary, with all the 
activities of every type going on. 

But, it would be even harder for those entering the Main 
Building in Trenton not to notice in the Lobby the diorama 
display on transportation, titled ‘‘Transportation — New 
Jersey’s Life Line.”’ 

The seven-foot high, eight-foot wide display is available 
to organizations for their special events and is a Depart- 
ment contribution to the Bicentennial observance. It was 
created by Ted Spawn of the Model Shop and built by 
Model Makers Pete Stam and Earl Crockett. 

Another contribution to the Bicentennial observance is a 
Department publication created by personnel of the Office 
of Information Services. It is the Bicentennial edition of 
‘‘Development of Transportation in New Jersey,’” a book- 
let containing a brief history of transportation from 
Colonial times to the Nation’s Bicentennial. 

Because of limited printing, it was distributed only to 
all libraries in the State as an aid to students. 


Another Department creation with a Bicentennial theme 
is the new, colorful 1976 State Tourist map made by per- 
sonnel of the Cartography and Graphics Section. 

In addition to the regular road map and tourist informa- 
tion, it features historical sites, a 1776 map of New 
Jersey with the original counties, sites of skirmishes 
and major battles and other Bicentennial information. 


8 TAKE WRITING SKILLS COURSE 


To help beef-up their writing technique, eight Department 
employees completed the Writing Skills course given 
recently in Training and Employee Services’ Conference 
Room. 

They are: Thomas Davidson, Joseph Dimemmo Jr., Ronald 
J. Franks, Arthur Longo, Gordon E. Malick, Dan Pan- 
kiewicz, Joseph Seifert and Margaret Webb. 


The course reviewed the general principles of good ex- 
pository witing, how to clearly state and develop main 
ideas, how to use details and general statements to make 
the subject more convincing, and how to structure a longer 
composition. 


SMITH AND JACKSON FETED 
AT RETIREMENT LUNCHEON 


Two Central Office Building Plant Operation employees 
with Central Services were honored ata retirement lunch- 
eon, each for her 25 years of service. 

They are AnnaMae Smith, Matron, Building Service Worker, 
and Ethel Jackson, Building Service Worker. 

The affair, held in the Cafeteria, was attended by their 
co-workers and friends. 


Left to right are Harry Goff, Engineer in Charge Maintenance II; 
Anna Mae Smith, Ethel Jackson, all with Plant Operation — 
Central Office Building Section; Robert Britton, Chief, Bureau of 
Plant Engineering and Operation, and John Dunn, Foreman, 
Building Maintenance Workers with Plant Operation — Central 
Office Building Section. 


RETIREES 


John Thomson, Supervisor, Bridge and Structures with 
Construction and Maintenance (45 years); Stephen G. 
Link, Assistant to the Director of Planning and Research 
(44 years); George J. Collins, Assistant Chief Engineer 
with Transportation Operations and Local Aid (38 years); 
James G. Chiorazzi, Senior Highway Inspector and George 
E. Van Bergen, Truck Driver, both with Construction 
and Maintenance (25 years each). 


Happy Notes 


The engagement of Charlene Bowker, Senior Clerk Stenog- | 
rapher with Personnel, to Gary Brennfleck of Trenton has | 
been announced by her parents Mr..and Mrs. Ralph Bowker 
of Trenton. Mr. Bowker is an Automotive Machinist with 
Maintenance. Edgar Brennfleck, Gary’s father, retired | 
from the Department July, 1975 after 33 years of service 
in Design. 


Marriage plans are being formulated for Linda Michel, 
Senior Clerk Typist with Personnel, and Tim Grover of | 
Trenton, according to Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Michel. 


Mr. and Mrs. Samuel |. Lamb of Trenton have announced | 
the engagement of their daughter, Christine E. Lamb, Senior 
Clerk Stenographer with Personnel, to Edward Feller III, 
Maintenance Worker || with Construction and Maintenance. 
A May wedding is planned. 


The engagement of June Dowd, Data Entry Machine Opera- 
tor with Data Processing, to Richard Green, has been an- 
nounced by the bride elect’s parents, Mr.’'and Mrs. Joseph 
Dowd of Ewing Township. The couple plan a September 
wedding. 


Teresa Myslinski, Senior Clerk Typist with Personnel, 
has become engaged to Harry Hunt, Engineering Aid || — 
with the Bureau of Local Federal Aid Program, announced 
the bride elect’s parents Mr. and Mrs. Edward Myslinski 
of Trenton. 


Mr. and Mrs. Albert C. Imhof of Ewing Township have 
announced the engagement of their daughter, Patricia 
Margaret, to Ronald Joseph Rauth, Engineering Aid || 
with Traffic Engineering. A fall wedding is planned. 


DON MAUER COPS TOP CHECK 

IN SUGGESTION AWARDS PROGRAM 

In his first try for some of the Suggestion Awards Pro- 
gram money, Don Mauer, Supervising Engineer of the 
Field Survey Section, copped the largest check ever pre- 
sented to a State employee, $8,450. 


Actually, the big prize was for two suggestions; $5,000 
for an idea that helped the Department recover an estimated 
$241,000 in the costs of administrative overhead in right- 
of-way engineering for condemnation cases, and $3,450 
for another. 

The second suggestion saved the Department up to $35,000 
a year in the costs of computer processing Interstate 
design and construction projects. Both savings were 
realized through reimbursement of Federal funds. 

After presenting the big check to the Suggestion Awards 
winner, Commissioner Sagner congratulated Maver and 
said he was pleased that so many of the Department's 
staff participated in the Suggestion Awards Program, 
because it has proven itself to be a valuable method of 
improving the Department’s efficiency and saving the 
State money. 


Wists - : 
Don Mauer, (right), Supervising Engineer of the Field Survey 
Section, receives a $8,450 Suggestion Awards Program check 
from Commissioner Sagner. 


9 COMPLETE LANGUAGE REVIEW COURSE 


A Language Skills review course has been completed by 
nine Department employees. They are: Nicholas Angeluc- 
ci, Gerald Bridges Jr., Rose M. Burgess, Robert Cebrick, 
Tom Davidson, Mary Duda, Gail Greener, James Mileski 
and Stephen Spirko Jr. 

The course, held in Training and Employee Services’ 
Conference Room, is designed as a review of the basic 
principles of English, emphasizing vocabulary building, 
spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, capitalization, 
abbreviations and verbal rules. 
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DOT RAPE PREVENTION PROGRAM 
HIGHLY PRAISED BY EMPLOYEES 


All of the more than 500 female employees who attended 
the Department’s recent “‘Rape Prevention Program’’ had 
nothing but praise for the presentation. 

It was presented by Ray Bielicki, Supervisor, Police 
Community Training, Department of Law and Public Safety, 
and coordinated by personnel of the Bureau of Training 
and Employee Services. 

The praises were indicated on a form each employee 
completed after observing the presentation. Some of them 
included: ‘‘The program should be televised, it’s that 
good’’... ‘‘The program is the most worthwhile one ever 
presented to women in the Department’’...“‘It’s a great 
program for women and men’”’.,.‘‘Please introduce this 
program to all women and teenage children.”” 


COVER 


Dennis Louis (left) Highway Marker, and 
Richard Mc Cullic, Heavy Equipment Operator, 
both with the Lawrenceville Yard, install the 


first speed limit sign with the ‘*Think Metric’’ 
theme on Interstate Route 295. See Story. 
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